OCIA PROCESS

Unbaptized

Those who are unbaptized are catechumens. Having celebrated the Rite of Entrance (formerly Rite of Acceptance) and
completed the appropriate formation, they now will be called forward as the Elect. Their names should be enrolled in the
Book of the Elect. The unbaptized in irregular marriages may not celebrate the Rite of Election until they are free to enter a
canonical marriage (National Statute Norm 7).

Baptized Christian (but not Catholic)
Those individuals that were validly baptized into a Christian tradition other than Catholic are candidates for full communion.

Having completed an appropriate period of formation, they may receive holy communion and confirmation at the Easter
Vigil. Because they are candidates, they are not among the Elect.

They are invited to participate in the Call to Continuing Conversion, celebrated at the same time as the Rite of Election on
the first Sunday of Lent, but this is an optional rite. Their names are not enrolled in the Book of the Elect.

Adults Baptized Catholic but not catechized

Often, there are those who have been baptized Catholic, but have received no other formation or no other sacraments of
initiation. These people are candidates for full initiation into the Church.

Like their Christian counterparts, they are invited to participate in the Call to Continuing Conversion, celebrated at the Rite
of Election, but it is not required. Their names are not enrolled in the Book of the Elect.

Adults Baptized Catholic, who have received holy communion

You will also be presented with those who, for whatever reason, were never confirmed as adolescents. These candidates,
like all their Catholic brothers and sisters, are to be confirmed by the bishop. They do not participate in the Rite of Election
or Call to Continuing Conversion, and their names are not recorded in the Book of the Elect.

They are not to receive the sacrament of confirmation at the Easter Vigil. In the Diocese of Bridgeport, Bishop Caggiano has
granted delegation to pastors for one Mass on the feast of Pentecost where adult confirmation may take place.

Children between the age of reason and 18

The Church sees those with use of reason (age seven) as adults. If someone who is over the age of seven, but not yet 18,
presents for Baptism, they are to receive baptism, holy communion, and confirmation at the Easter Vigil. The Rite of Election
for those under 18 is optional. Their names may be enrolled in the Book of the Elect.

Children under the age of reason (under age 7)
If you have unbaptized children under the age of seven, they should be considered the same as infant baptism. While this
baptism could take place at the Easter Vigil, it normally takes place outside that particular celebration.

If those children are baptized, they only receive the sacrament of baptism. They would join their peers in formation and
receive the sacraments of initiation at the appropriate time. Even if they will receive the sacrament of baptism at the Easter
Vigil, they are not considered catechumens. They do not participate in the Rite of Election and their names are not to be
recorded in the Book of the Elect.

One note here: If baptized at Vigil, they do receive the Anointing with Chrism immediately after Baptism, which should not
in any way be construed as Confirmation.
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